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  APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE  
                                          

                                     

Date: Monday, February 23, 2026   
Time: 4:30 PM   
Location: City Council Chambers, Room 219, City Hall

ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPEN MEETING RECORDINGS: Any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session of a meeting, or may transmit the 
meeting through any medium, subject to reasonable requirements of the chair as to the number, placement and operation of equipment used so as not to interfere 
with the conduct of the meeting.  Any person intending to make such recording shall notify the Chair forthwith.  All documents and exhibits used or referenced 
at the meeting must be submitted in duplicate to the City Clerk, as they become part of the Meeting Minutes.  This information is also posted on the wall by the 
door for review.  

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. READING OF MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETING(S) 
 

• November 12, 2025 
 
III. INTERVIEW OF THE FOLLOWING APPOINTEE(S) 

 
11755 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Christopher J. Black, to the position 
of Gardner Police Officer, permanent. 
 
11787 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Michael King, to the position of 
Gardner Police Officer, permanent. 
 
11788 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Ryan Coates, to the position of 
Sergeant, permanent. 
 
11789 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Derek Wight, to the position of 
Gardner Police Officer, permanent. 
 
11757 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Linda Rice, to the position of 
Historical Commission Member, for term expiring December 11, 2028. 
 
11758 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Marcia White, to the position of 
Historical Commission Member, for term expiring December 11, 2028. 
 
 
 



11759 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Ottavio Canu, to the position of 
Historical Commission Member, for term expiring December 11, 2028. 

 
IV. RESIGNATIONS 

 
V. DISCUSSION ON APPOINTEE(S)  

 
11654 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Duncan Burns, to the position of 
Conservation Commission Member, for a term expiring August 21, 2028. 
 

 
VI. APPOINTEES CONFIRMED IN COUNCIL 

 
• Greg Dumas – Conservation Commission 
• David Orwig – Conservation Commission 

 
VII. APPOINTEE OATH ADMINISTERED 

 
• Jim Bilodeau – Zoning Board of Appeals 

 
VIII. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
IX. DISCUSSION ON APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE RULES 

 
X. DISCUSSION ON THE CURRENT STATUS OF APPOINTMENTS 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT  

 
 
 
NOTICE:  The listing of Agenda items are those reasonably anticipated by the Chairman which may be discussed at the meeting. Not all 
items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law. 
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The Appointments Committee meeting was called to order by Chair Dana Heath at 5:00 p.m. 
Appointments Committee Members, Councillors Brad Heglin and Elizabeth Kazinskas were 
present. 
 
Also present were Mayor Mike Nicholson, Assistant City Clerk Jayen Kumar, and appointee 
Paul Cormier. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPEN MEETING RECORDINGS: Any person may make a video or audio recording of 
an open session of a meeting, or may transmit the meeting through any medium, subject to reasonable 
requirements of the chair as to the number, placement and operation of equipment used so as not to interfere 
with the conduct of the meeting.  Any person intending to make such a recording shall notify the Chair forthwith.  
All documents and exhibits used or referenced at the meeting must be submitted in duplicate to the City Clerk, 
as they become part of the Meeting Minutes.  This information is also posted on the wall by the door for review.  
 

I. Reading of Minutes of Prior Meetings 
 

There were no prior meeting minutes. 
 
 

II. Interview of the Following Appointees 
 

11621 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Richard Roux, to the position 
of Planning Board Member, for term expiring July 21, 2028. 
The Committee agreed for more time on this item, as the appointee was not present. 
 
11642 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Robert Rice, to the position 
of Zoning Board of Appeals Alternate Member, for a term expiring August 21, 2028. 
The Committee agreed for more time on this item, as the appointee was not present. 
 
11645 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Paul Cormier, to the position 
of Planning Board Member, for a term expiring August 21, 2028. 
Mayor Nicholson noted that this is a reappointment for Mr. Cormier.  He added that he is 
a resident of Gardner, a retired firefighter, is involved in the City in many ways, and is 
happy to put this reappointment forward. 
 
Mr. Cormier introduced himself, noting his time as a firefighter, and having worked part 
time at Boucher Funeral Home for over 30 years, here in Gardner. He also added that he 
had served in the United States Air Force. He shared his feeling that the City’s Planning 
Board plays a big role in how Gardner grows. He feels as though he still has “stuff left to 
give to the City,” doing his best to study and be well informed on matters within the City 
of Gardner. 
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Councillor Heglin inquired about how many years he has been on the Planning Board. 
 
Mr. Cormier confirmed that he has been on the Planning Board for about 6 years. 
 
Councillor Kazinskas inquired about any areas he sees where Gardner could grow. 
 
Mr. Cormier expressed that he felt Gardner is trending in an overall good direction and 
cannot pinpoint an exact area for growth. 
 
The Committee conveyed their gratitude for his hard work. 
 
11647 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Melory Cornett, to the 
position of Zoning Board Member, for a term expiring August 21, 2028. 
Mayor Nicholson noted that this is Mr. Cornett’s first reappointment as a full member of 
the Zoning Board, as he had previously served as an alternate member. He also expressed 
his proficiency in standards, and conveyed that he asks important questions relative to 
Zoning Code. 
 
As Mr. Cornett was not present, the Committee agreed for more time on this item. 

 
III. Resignations 

 
Mayor Nicholson informed the Committee that there were no resignations to report on. 

 
IV. Discussion on Appointees 

 
11621 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Richard Roux, to the position 
of Planning Board Member, for term expiring July 21, 2028. 
This item was requested for more time. 
 
11642 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Robert Rice, to the position 
of Zoning Board of Appeals Alternate Member, for a term expiring August 21, 2028. 
This item was requested for more time. 

 
11645 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Paul Cormier, to the position 
of Planning Board Member, for a term expiring August 21, 2028. 
On a motion made by Councilor Kazinskas and seconded by Councilor Heglin, it was voted 
to recommend confirmation of the Mayor’s appointment to the full Council. 
 
3 yeas, motion passes. 
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11647 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Melory Cornett, to the 
position of Zoning Board Member, for a term expiring August 21, 2028. 
This item was requested for more time. 

 
11641 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of James Faust, to the position 
of Williams-Rockwell Educational Gift Fund Trustee, for a term expiring August 21, 2028. 
Mayor Nicholson noted that Mr. Faust is one of the original Trustees and is a retired 
physician. He is extremely involved with the community, brings broad insight and 
historical knowledge, and is happy to put this appointment forward. 
 
On a motion made by Councilor Kazinskas and seconded by Councilor Heglin, it was voted 
to recommend confirmation of the Mayor’s appointment to the full Council. 
 
3 yeas, motion passes. 
 
11651 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Magnus Paul Carlberg, to the 
position of Redevelopment Authority Member, for a term expiring August 21, 2030. 
 
11658 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Magnus Paul Carlberg, to the 
position of Industrial Development Finance Authority Member, for a term expiring August 
22, 2030. 
On a motion made by Councilor Kazinskas and seconded by Councilor Heglin, it was voted 
to recommend confirmation of the Mayor’s appointments to the full Council. 

 
3 yeas, motion passes. 

 
11659 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Timothy Horrigan, to the 
position of Industrial Development Finance Authority Member, for a term expiring August 
22, 2030. 
Mayor Nicholson informed the Committee that Mr. Horrigan had first been appointed as 
an Industrial Development Finance Authority Member in 2010. He added that he is a local 
business owner, being Horrigan Cleaners. 
 
On a motion made by Councilor Kazinskas and seconded by Councilor Heglin, it was voted 
to recommend confirmation of the Mayor’s appointment to the full Council. 
 
3 yeas, motion passes. 
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V. Communications from the Mayor 
 

There are no Communications from the Mayor 
 

VI. Discussion on Appointments Committee Rules 
 

The Committee agreed to keep this discussion on the agenda, to be discussed once more 
information is clarified, 

 
VII. Adjournment 

 
On a motion made by Councilor Heglin and seconded by Councilor Kazinskas, it was 
voted to adjourn at 5:39 p.m. 



SECTION 1: Position Details 
Position Title: Member  

Department/Board/Commission: Planning Board  

Term Length: 3 Years  

Compensation:  

  Paid/Stipend: Stipend 

  Amount: $750.00 

Appointment Type: NEW  

Expiration Date: New Appointment  

Gardner Residency Requirement: No 

Reporting Structure:  

Reports to the Mayor and the members of the Planning Board   

Position Summary:  

Performs all site plan approval work and special permit granting pursuant to Section 15 of 

Chapter 7 of the Code of the City of Gardner and the General Laws of the Commonwealth  

SECTION 2: Appointee Information 
Name of Appointee: Richard Roux    

Statement of Qualification:  

Mr. Roux reached out to my office to express his interest in being on the Planning Board. As 

a long term Gardner resident and someone who worked in the business community, and a 

veteran of the US Airforce, I believe he would bring a new insight to this board in working 

toward the future growth of the City.  

He also comes at the recommendation of the Planning Board’s chair, Mr. Bob Swartz.  

Mr. Roux’s letter of interest is attached to this document.   

SECTION 3: Administrative & Compliance Review 

HR and Policy Training : Not applicable for Boards and Commission Members  



  Initial HR training and orientation completed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission 

Members 

  Annual HR training completed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission Members 

  City Employee Handbook received and signed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission 

Members 

  Background check completed? Yes  

Conflict of Interest  

  Any known conflicts under M.G.L. c. 268A?  No 

Open Meeting Law & Public Records Requirements  

  Training materials received? Yes  

SECTION 4: Signatures & Certification 
Mayor’s Certification: I hereby certify that the information provided above is accurate to the 

best of my knowledge and that this appointment has been made in the best interest of the 

City of Gardner. 

  Signature:  

 

   



SECTION 1: Position Details 
Position Title: Alternate Member, Zoning Board of Appeals  

Department/Board/Commission: Zoning Board of Appeals  

Term Length: 3 Years  

Compensation:  

  Paid/Stipend: Stipend 

  Amount: $200.00 

Appointment Type: Reappointment 

Expiration Date: 8/1/2025 

Gardner Residency Requirement: No 

Reporting Structure: Reports to the Mayor and the members of the Zoning Board of Appeals 

as an semi-independent adjudicatory body  

Position Summary: When a full member of the ZBA cannot take part in discussions due to 

either absence or conflict of interest, Performs all appellate review of zoning 

determinations made by the Building Commissioner pursuant to MGL c.40A, Section 16 of 

Chapter 7 of the Code of the City of Gardner, and Chapter 675 of the Code of the City of 

Gardner.  

SECTION 2: Appointee Information 
Name of Appointee: Robert Rice, Esq.   

Statement of Qualification:  

Atty. Rice has been serving as an alternate member of the ZBA for the last year. Atty Rice 

has been a very active member of the Gardner Community. As a former attorney, former 

director of the Levi Heywood Memorial Library, and Former State Representative for the 

area, he knows Gardner and its people and bring a tremendous perspective in this role. As 

one of the original trustees of this board, he has worked to help distribute over $600,000 in 

grants to our students from the applications that are annually received by the Trustees.  

Prior to the change to the Administrative Legislation portion of the City Code, this 

appointment was only for a term of one (1) year. This is Atty Rice’s first three (3) year 

appointment.  

SECTION 3: Administrative & Compliance Review 



HR and Policy Training : Not applicable for Boards and Commission Members  

  Initial HR training and orientation completed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission 

Members 

  Annual HR training completed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission Members 

  City Employee Handbook received and signed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission 

Members 

  Background check completed? Yes  

Conflict of Interest  

  Any known conflicts under M.G.L. c. 268A?  No 

Open Meeting Law & Public Records Requirements  

  Training materials received? Yes  

SECTION 4: Signatures & Certification 
Mayor’s Certification: I hereby certify that the information provided above is accurate to the 

best of my knowledge and that this appointment has been made in the best interest of the 

City of Gardner. 

  Signature:  

 

   



SECTION 1: Position Details 
Position Title:  Member  

Department/Board/Commission: Planning Board     

Term Length: 3 Years  

Compensation:  

  Paid/Stipend: Stipend  

  Amount: $750.00 

Appointment Type: Reappointment 

Expiration Date: 11/12/2024 

Gardner Residency Requirement: Yes (MGL) 

Reporting Structure:  

Reports to the Mayor and the members of the Planning Board  

Position Summary:  

Performs all site plan approval work and special permit granting pursuant to Section 15 of 

Chapter 7 of the Code of the City of Gardner and the General Laws of the Commonwealth  

SECTION 2: Appointee Information 
Name of Appointee: Paul Cormier   

Statement of Qualification:  

Mr. Cormier has been serving as a member of the Planning Board since December 2, 2019. 

During this time he has shown a vested interest in being a part of the technical side of how 

Gardner can grow and develop as a community. As a long-term Gardner resident, former 

firefighter, and someone who has actively been involved in the Community in various 

capacities, I believe he has the best interest in the City at heart and plays a strong role in the 

Planning Board’s operations.  

SECTION 3: Administrative & Compliance Review 

HR and Policy Training : Not applicable for Boards and Commission Members  

  Initial HR training and orientation completed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission 

Members 

Mayorist
No

Mayorist


Mayorist
No



  Annual HR training completed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission Members 

  City Employee Handbook received and signed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission 

Members 

  Background check completed? Yes  

Conflict of Interest  

  Any known conflicts under M.G.L. c. 268A?  No 

Open Meeting Law & Public Records Requirements  

  Training materials received? Yes  

SECTION 4: Signatures & Certification 
Mayor’s Certification: I hereby certify that the information provided above is accurate to the 

best of my knowledge and that this appointment has been made in the best interest of the 

City of Gardner. 

  Signature:  

 

   



SECTION 1: Position Details 
Position Title: Member, Zoning Board of Appeals  

Department/Board/Commission: Zoning Board of Appeals  

Term Length: 3 Years  

Compensation:  

  Paid/Stipend: Stipend 

  Amount: $750.00 

Appointment Type: Reappointment 

Expiration Date: 1/12/2026 

Gardner Residency Requirement: No 

Reporting Structure: Reports to the Mayor and the members of the Zoning Board of Appeals 

as an semi-independent adjudicatory body  

Position Summary: Performs all appellate review of zoning determinations made by the 

Building Commissioner pursuant to MGL c.40A, Section 16 of Chapter 7 of the Code of the 

City of Gardner, and Chapter 675 of the Code of the City of Gardner.  

SECTION 2: Appointee Information 
Name of Appointee: Mellory Cornett  

Statement of Qualification:  

Mr. Cornett has been serving his first term as a full member of the ZBA and prior to that, he 

served as an alternate member of the Zoning Board of Appeals for five years. During this 

time, when conflicts or absences have come up, he served as a full voting member of the 

ZBA, giving him a true perspective and example of what the job entails and the training that 

has to be done to perform the job adequately. I am happy to put him forward for a full 

appointment and trust his judgement for the City in continuing to work with cases in this 

full role on the ZBA.  

When he was appointed as a full member of the ZBA in 2024, he was appointed for a 2-year 

term to re-adjust the board back to being a staggered termed board with its members. This 

is his first appointment to a full 3-year term.  

SECTION 3: Administrative & Compliance Review 



HR and Policy Training : Not applicable for Boards and Commission Members  

  Initial HR training and orientation completed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission 

Members 

  Annual HR training completed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission Members 

  City Employee Handbook received and signed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission 

Members 

  Background check completed? Yes  

Conflict of Interest  

  Any known conflicts under M.G.L. c. 268A?  No 

Open Meeting Law & Public Records Requirements  

  Training materials received? Yes  

SECTION 4: Signatures & Certification 
Mayor’s Certification: I hereby certify that the information provided above is accurate to the 

best of my knowledge and that this appointment has been made in the best interest of the 

City of Gardner. 

  Signature:  

 

   



SECTION 1: Position Details 
Position Title: Trustee  

Department/Board/Commission: Williams Rockwell Educational Gift Fund Board of 

Trustees    

Term Length: 3 Years  

Compensation:  

  Paid/Stipend: Volunteer  

  Amount: No 

Appointment Type: Reappointment 

Expiration Date: 1/5/2021 

Gardner Residency Requirement: Yes (MGL) 

Reporting Structure:  

Reports to the Mayor and the Board of Trustees  

Position Summary:  

Members of the Williams Rockwell Educational Gift Board of Trustees meet to oversee the 

financial operations and disbursement of funds from the Williams-Rockwell Educational 

Gift Trust Fund, as established by Chapter 155 of the Acts of 2015.  

SECTION 2: Appointee Information 
Name of Appointee: James Faust, MD    

Statement of Qualification:  

Dr. Faust was one of the original trustees of the Williams-Rockwell Fund when it was first 

created in 2015. During his time on the Trustees, he has always put the experience of the 

students first in mind when making decisions and I have been truly proud of the insights 

he’s provided to discussions that the Trustees have had. I truly believe him to be an integral 

member of this board and am proud to put forward his appointment.  

SECTION 3: Administrative & Compliance Review 

HR and Policy Training : Not applicable for Boards and Commission Members  



  Initial HR training and orientation completed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission 

Members 

  Annual HR training completed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission Members 

  City Employee Handbook received and signed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission 

Members 

  Background check completed? Yes  

Conflict of Interest  

  Any known conflicts under M.G.L. c. 268A?  No 

Open Meeting Law & Public Records Requirements  

  Training materials received? Yes  

SECTION 4: Signatures & Certification 
Mayor’s Certification: I hereby certify that the information provided above is accurate to the 

best of my knowledge and that this appointment has been made in the best interest of the 

City of Gardner. 

  Signature:  

 

   



SECTION 1: Position Details 
Position Title:  Member  

Department/Board/Commission: Gardner Redevelopment Authority   

Term Length: 5 Years  

Compensation:  

  Paid/Stipend: Volunteer  

  Amount: No 

Appointment Type: Reappointment 

Expiration Date: 6/24/2024 

Gardner Residency Requirement: Yes (MGL) 

Reporting Structure: Under the General Laws of the Commonwealth, the Gardner 

Redevelopment Authority is a quasi-public agency which acts as its own independent 

authority, not subject to any other reporting structure in their operations unless outlined by 

other sections of the General Laws- some of which require approval of actions by the 

Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities. While 4 of 5 members are appointed 

by the Mayor and confirmed by the Council, they are not subject to a reporting structure to 

the City.  

Position Summary:  

Members of the Gardner Redevelopment Authority oversee the functions of the GRA 

through their meetings to discuss various development projects within the City’s Urban 

Renewal Districts.  

SECTION 2: Appointee Information 
Name of Appointee: Magnus Carlberg   

Statement of Qualification:  

Mr. Carlberg has been serving as a member of the GRA since August 4, 2014. Mr. Carlberg 

currently serves as the Executive Director of the Wachusett Business Incubator in 

partnership with Mount Wachusett Community College to help new entrepreneurs get their 

footing under them as their start their new business endeavors. Prior to this, he served for 

quite some time in the Department of Public Utilities. As a long-Term Gardner Resident, Mr. 

Carlberg knows Gardner and has a strong drive to want to see it grow and succeed.   



SECTION 3: Administrative & Compliance Review 

HR and Policy Training : Not applicable for Boards and Commission Members  

  Initial HR training and orientation completed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission 

Members 

  Annual HR training completed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission Members 

  City Employee Handbook received and signed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission 

Members 

  Background check completed? Yes  

Conflict of Interest  

  Any known conflicts under M.G.L. c. 268A?  No 

Open Meeting Law & Public Records Requirements  

  Training materials received? Yes  

SECTION 4: Signatures & Certification 
Mayor’s Certification: I hereby certify that the information provided above is accurate to the 

best of my knowledge and that this appointment has been made in the best interest of the 

City of Gardner. 

  Signature:  

 

   



SECTION 1: Position Details 
Position Title:  Member  

Department/Board/Commission: Gardner Industrial Development Finance Authority    

Term Length: 5 Years  

Compensation:  

  Paid/Stipend: Volunteer  

  Amount: No 

Appointment Type: Reappointment 

Expiration Date: 6/24/2024 

Gardner Residency Requirement: Yes (MGL) 

Reporting Structure: Under the General Laws of the Commonwealth, the Gardner Industrial 

Development Finance Authority is a quasi-public agency which acts as its own independent 

authority, not subject to any other reporting structure in their operations unless outlined by 

other sections of the General Laws- some of which require approval of actions by the 

Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities. While 4 of 5 members are appointed 

by the Mayor and confirmed by the Council, they are not subject to a reporting structure to 

the City.  

Position Summary:  

Members of the Gardner Industrial Development Finance Authority oversee the functions of 

the IDFA through their meetings to discuss various development projects within the City’s 

Urban Renewal Districts.  

SECTION 2: Appointee Information 
Name of Appointee: Magnus Carlberg   

Statement of Qualification:  

Mr. Carlberg has been serving as a member of the IDFA when he was first appointed by 

Former Mayor Agnelli on April 12, 1987 and then reappointed by former Mayor Hawke on 

June 1, 2015. Mr. Carlberg currently serves as the Executive Director of the Wachusett 

Business Incubator in partnership with Mount Wachusett Community College to help new 

entrepreneurs get their footing under them as their start their new business endeavors. 

Prior to this, he served for quite some time in the Department of Public Utilities. As a long-



Term Gardner Resident, Mr. Carlberg knows Gardner and has a strong drive to want to see 

it grow and succeed.   

SECTION 3: Administrative & Compliance Review 

HR and Policy Training : Not applicable for Boards and Commission Members  

  Initial HR training and orientation completed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission 

Members 

  Annual HR training completed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission Members 

  City Employee Handbook received and signed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission 

Members 

  Background check completed? Yes  

Conflict of Interest  

  Any known conflicts under M.G.L. c. 268A?  No 

Open Meeting Law & Public Records Requirements  

  Training materials received? Yes  

SECTION 4: Signatures & Certification 
Mayor’s Certification: I hereby certify that the information provided above is accurate to the 

best of my knowledge and that this appointment has been made in the best interest of the 

City of Gardner. 

  Signature:  

 

   



SECTION 1: Position Details 
Position Title:  Member  

Department/Board/Commission: Gardner Industrial Development Finance Authority    

Term Length: 5 Years  

Compensation:  

  Paid/Stipend: Volunteer  

  Amount: No 

Appointment Type: Reappointment 

Expiration Date: 10/5/2022 

Gardner Residency Requirement: Yes (MGL) 

Reporting Structure: Under the General Laws of the Commonwealth, the Gardner Industrial 

Development Finance Authority is a quasi-public agency which acts as its own independent 

authority, not subject to any other reporting structure in their operations unless outlined by 

other sections of the General Laws- some of which require approval of actions by the 

Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities. While 4 of 5 members are appointed 

by the Mayor and confirmed by the Council, they are not subject to a reporting structure to 

the City.  

Position Summary:  

Members of the Gardner Industrial Development Finance Authority oversee the functions of 

the IDFA through their meetings to discuss various development projects within the City’s 

Urban Renewal Districts.  

SECTION 2: Appointee Information 
Name of Appointee: Timothy Horrigan    

Statement of Qualification:  

Mr. Horrigan has served on the IDFA since February 10, 2010. As a local business owner, he 

brings a key perspective on making the City a more business friendly, and growing 

community. I anticipate the GRA to be a more active community partner moving forward 

with the amount of growth and development anticipated to be taking place in the City 

shortly. 

SECTION 3: Administrative & Compliance Review 



HR and Policy Training : Not applicable for Boards and Commission Members  

  Initial HR training and orientation completed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission 

Members 

  Annual HR training completed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission Members 

  City Employee Handbook received and signed? Not applicable for Boards and Commission 

Members 

  Background check completed? Yes  

Conflict of Interest  

  Any known conflicts under M.G.L. c. 268A?  No 

Open Meeting Law & Public Records Requirements  

  Training materials received? Yes  

SECTION 4: Signatures & Certification 
Mayor’s Certification: I hereby certify that the information provided above is accurate to the 

best of my knowledge and that this appointment has been made in the best interest of the 

City of Gardner. 

  Signature:  

 

   



11755



SECTION 1: Position Details 
Position Title: Police Officer 

Department/Board/Commission: Police Department 

Term Length: Permanent (MGL)  

Compensation:  

  Paid/Stipend: paid 

  Amount: Union Contract Step Scale  

Appointment Type:  New appointment 

Gardner Residency Requirement: No 

Reporting Structure: e.g., Reports to the Police Chief   

Position Summary:  

Operates in a law enforcement capacity for the City, its residents, and guests, in accordance 

with the General Laws of the Commonwealth 

SECTION 2: Appointee Information 
Name of Appointee: Christopher Black  

Statement of Qualification:   

Chris graduated from the Fitchburg State Police Program in September 2025.  The 
program is relatively new and puts candidates on a track as a freshmen to graduate 
with a bachelor’s degree and then move directly into the police academy.  Chris is 
the first police officer from that program.  Chris has completed his field training 
program and is currently assigned to the overnight shift.  He lives in Gardner with his 
wife.  He is a graduate of both Narragansett Regional High School and Fitchburg 
State University.  Chris has been an excellent addition and is progressing well. 

SECTION 3: Administrative & Compliance Review 
HR and Policy Training  

  Initial HR training and orientation completed? Yes  

11755



  Annual HR training completed? yes 

  City Employee Handbook received and signed? yes 

  Background check completed? Yes  

Conflict of Interest  

  Any known conflicts under M.G.L. c. 268A? No 

Open Meeting Law & Public Records Requirements  

  Training materials received? Yes  

SECTION 4: Signatures & Certification 
Mayor’s Certification: I hereby certify that the information provided above is accurate to the 

best of my knowledge and that this appointment has been made in the best interest of the 

City of Gardner. 

  Signature:  

 

11755
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SECTION 1: Position Details 
Position Title: Police Officer 

Department/Board/Commission: Police Department 

Term Length: Permanent (MGL)  

Compensation:  

  Paid/Stipend: paid 

  Amount: Union Contract Step Scale  

Appointment Type:  New appointment 

Gardner Residency Requirement: No 

Reporting Structure: e.g., Reports to the Police Chief 

Position Summary:  

Operates in a law enforcement capacity for the City, its residents, and guests, in accordance 

with the General Laws of the Commonwealth 

SECTION 2: Appointee Information 
Name of Appointee: Michael King 

Statement of Qualification:   

Michael recently graduated the Western Massachusetts Police Academy in 
December 2025.  He is currently in the field training program and doing very well 
according to his field training officers.  Michael will be finishing the field training 
program in the next two weeks and will be assigned a permanent shift at that time.  
Michael lives in Gardner with his wife and three children.   

SECTION 3: Administrative & Compliance Review 
HR and Policy Training 

  Initial HR training and orientation completed? Yes  

  Annual HR training completed? yes 

  City Employee Handbook received and signed? yes 
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  Background check completed? Yes  

Conflict of Interest  

  Any known conflicts under M.G.L. c. 268A? No 

Open Meeting Law & Public Records Requirements  

  Training materials received? Yes  

SECTION 4: Signatures & Certification 
Mayor’s Certification: I hereby certify that the information provided above is accurate to the 

best of my knowledge and that this appointment has been made in the best interest of the 

City of Gardner. 

  Signature:  
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SECTION 1: Position Details 
Position Title: Police Sergeant  

Department/Board/Commission: Police Department 

Term Length: Permanent (MGL)  

Compensation:  

  Paid/Stipend: paid 

  Amount: Union Contract Step Scale  

Appointment Type:  New appointment 

Gardner Residency Requirement: No 

Reporting Structure: e.g., Reports to the Police Chief 

Position Summary:  

Operates in a law enforcement capacity for the City, its residents, and guests, in accordance 

with the General Laws of the Commonwealth. Provides supervisory authority over patrol 

officers of the Gardner Police Department. 

SECTION 2: Appointee Information 
Name of Appointee: Ryan Coates 

Statement of Qualification:   

Sgt. Coates has been with the Gardner Police Department since 2014. During his 
time with the Gardner Police Department, he has been a large asset for the City. He 
served for several years in the Detective Bureau of the Police Department, leading 
the units narcotics operations with his membership in the HIDTA DEA taskforce.  

His promotion is one of the last promotions to utilize the former Civil Service list, as 
was agreed to by the collective bargaining units when the City removed the Police 
Dept from civil service a few years ago.   

SECTION 3: Administrative & Compliance Review 
HR and Policy Training 
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  Initial HR training and orientation completed? Yes  

  Annual HR training completed? yes 

  City Employee Handbook received and signed? yes 

  Background check completed? Yes  

Conflict of Interest  

  Any known conflicts under M.G.L. c. 268A? No 

Open Meeting Law & Public Records Requirements  

  Training materials received? Yes  

SECTION 4: Signatures & Certification 
Mayor’s Certification: I hereby certify that the information provided above is accurate to the 

best of my knowledge and that this appointment has been made in the best interest of the 

City of Gardner. 

  Signature:  

 

11788



11789



SECTION 1: Position Details 
Position Title: Police Officer 

Department/Board/Commission: Police Department 

Term Length: Permanent (MGL)  

Compensation:  

  Paid/Stipend: paid 

  Amount: Union Contract Step Scale  

Appointment Type:  New appointment 

Gardner Residency Requirement: No 

Reporting Structure: e.g., Reports to the Police Chief 

Position Summary:  

Operates in a law enforcement capacity for the City, its residents, and guests, in accordance 

with the General Laws of the Commonwealth. Provides supervisory authority over patrol 

officers of the Gardner Police Department. 

SECTION 2: Appointee Information 
Name of Appointee: Derek Wight 

Statement of Qualification:   

Officer Wight recently graduated from the Massachusetts Police Academy and is in 
the midst of his field training with the Gardner Police Department, in which he 
shadows a long term officer for  a period of 10-weeks. During his time in the 
academy and his training, I have received strong reports on his performance from 
Chief McAvene and his peers and believe him to be a great addition to the 
department.  

SECTION 3: Administrative & Compliance Review 
HR and Policy Training 

  Initial HR training and orientation completed? Yes 
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  Annual HR training completed? yes 

  City Employee Handbook received and signed? yes 

  Background check completed? Yes  

Conflict of Interest  

  Any known conflicts under M.G.L. c. 268A? No 

Open Meeting Law & Public Records Requirements  

  Training materials received? Yes  

SECTION 4: Signatures & Certification 
Mayor’s Certification: I hereby certify that the information provided above is accurate to the 

best of my knowledge and that this appointment has been made in the best interest of the 

City of Gardner. 

  Signature:  
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SECTION 1: Position Details 
Position Title: Member  

Department/Board/Commission: Historical Commission 

Term Length: 3 years  

Compensation:  

Paid/Stipend: No 

Amount: Volunteer 

Appointment Type: Appointment  

Gardner Residency Requirement: No 

Reporting Structure: Reports to the Mayor and the Historical Commission 

Position Summary:  

The Gardner Historical Commission was established in 1973 for the preservation, 

protection and development of the historical and archaeological assets of the City of 

Gardner. The Historical Commission conducts research for places of historic or 

archaeological value, cooperates with the state archaeologist in conducting such research or 

other surveys, and seeks to coordinate the activities of other entities organized for similar 

purposes. For the purpose of protecting and preserving such places, the Commission may 

take such recommendations as it deems necessary to the city council and, subject to the 

approval of the city council, to the Massachusetts historical commission, that any such place 

be certified as a historical or archaeological landmark. 

SECTION 2: Appointee Information
Name of Appointee: Linda Rice 

Statement of Qualification: Linda has been a resident of Gardner for almost 50 years. Her 

passion for local history began after reading her great-uncle’s written family genealogy as a 

young girl. She has been an active member of the community serving as Principal of 

Prospect and Sacred Heart Schools, President of the Gardner College Club, and charter 

member of the Gardner Museum, Inc. Linda will bring great experience and dedication to 

the Historical Commission.  
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SECTION 3: Administrative & Compliance Review 
HR and Policy Training: 

Initial HR training and orientation completed? Yes 

Annual HR training completed? N/A 

City Employee Handbook received and signed? N/A 

Background check completed? Yes 

Conflict of Interest: No 

Any known conflicts under M.G.L. c. 268A? No 

Open Meeting Law & Public Records Requirements Training materials received? Yes 

SECTION 4: Signatures & Certification 
Mayor’s Certification: I hereby certify that the information provided above is accurate to the 

best of my knowledge and that this appointment has been made in the best interest of the 

City of Gardner. 

  Signature: 
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SECTION 1: Position Details 
Position Title: Member  

Department/Board/Commission: Historical Commission 

Term Length: 3 years  

Compensation:  

Paid/Stipend: No 

Amount: Volunteer 

Appointment Type: Appointment  

Gardner Residency Requirement: No 

Reporting Structure: Reports to the Mayor and the Historical Commission 

Position Summary:  

The Gardner Historical Commission was established in 1973 for the preservation, 

protection and development of the historical and archaeological assets of the City of 

Gardner. The Historical Commission conducts research for places of historic or 

archaeological value, cooperates with the state archaeologist in conducting such research or 

other surveys, and seeks to coordinate the activities of other entities organized for similar 

purposes. For the purpose of protecting and preserving such places, the Commission may 

take such recommendations as it deems necessary to the city council and, subject to the 

approval of the city council, to the Massachusetts historical commission, that any such place 

be certified as a historical or archaeological landmark. 

SECTION 2: Appointee Information
Name of Appointee: Marcia White 

Statement of Qualification: Marcia is a lifelong Gardner resident whose family has resided in 

Gardner for several generations. While not officially on the board, she has attended and 

participated in many historical commission meetings. She developed a strong interest in the 

City’s history over the last several years and has served as the local history librarian and 

genealogist at the Levi Heywood Memorial Library. She will bring dedicated and spirited 

service to the commission.  
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SECTION 3: Administrative & Compliance Review 
HR and Policy Training: 

Initial HR training and orientation completed? Yes 

Annual HR training completed? N/A 

City Employee Handbook received and signed? N/A 

Background check completed? Yes 

Conflict of Interest: No 

Any known conflicts under M.G.L. c. 268A? No 

Open Meeting Law & Public Records Requirements Training materials received? Yes 

SECTION 4: Signatures & Certification 
Mayor’s Certification: I hereby certify that the information provided above is accurate to the 

best of my knowledge and that this appointment has been made in the best interest of the 

City of Gardner. 

  Signature: 
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SECTION 1: Position Details 
Position Title: Member  

Department/Board/Commission: Historical Commission 

Term Length: 3 years 

Compensation: 

Paid/Stipend: No 

Amount: Volunteer 

Appointment Type: Appointment 

Gardner Residency Requirement: No 

Reporting Structure: Reports to the Mayor and the Historical Commission 

Position Summary: 

The Gardner Historical Commission was established in 1973 for the preservation, 

protection and development of the historical and archaeological assets of the City of 

Gardner. The Historical Commission conducts research for places of historic or 

archaeological value, cooperates with the state archaeologist in conducting such research or 

other surveys, and seeks to coordinate the activities of other entities organized for similar 

purposes. For the purpose of protecting and preserving such places, the Commission may 

take such recommendations as it deems necessary to the city council and, subject to the 

approval of the city council, to the Massachusetts historical commission, that any such place 

be certified as a historical or archaeological landmark. 

SECTION 2: Appointee Information
Name of Appointee: Ottavio Canu 

Statement of Qualification: Ottavio is a lifelong resident of Gardner with a passion for local 

history. While not an official member, he has been an active participant with the Historical 

Commission. He is currently retired and has expressed interest in not only serving on the 

Commission, but assisting in furthering it’s efforts in any way he can.  
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SECTION 3: Administrative & Compliance Review 
HR and Policy Training: 

Initial HR training and orientation completed? Yes 

Annual HR training completed? N/A 

City Employee Handbook received and signed? N/A 

Background check completed? Yes 

Conflict of Interest: No 

Any known conflicts under M.G.L. c. 268A? No 

Open Meeting Law & Public Records Requirements Training materials received? Yes 

SECTION 4: Signatures & Certification 
Mayor’s Certification: I hereby certify that the information provided above is accurate to the 

best of my knowledge and that this appointment has been made in the best interest of the 

City of Gardner. 

  Signature: 
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SECTION 1: Position Details 
Position Title: Member  

Department/Board/Commission: Conservation Commission  

Term Length: 3 years  

Compensation:  

  Paid/Stipend: Yes  

  Amount: $750/yr (member Stipend)  

Appointment Type: Reappointment 

Gardner Residency Requirement: No 

Reporting Structure: e.g., Reports to the Mayor and the Conservation Commission  

Position Summary: Oversees conservation projects and the enforcement of the Wetlands 

Protection Act and Ordinance in accordance with the General Laws and City Code.  

SECTION 2: Appointee Information 
Name of Appointee: Duncan Burns  

Statement of Qualification:   

Mr. Burns has been serving on the City’s Conservation Commission for several 
years, and has been very involved in the hands-on portions of the job, particularly 
with site visits and continuing education for the position. He was a local business 
owner in Gardner for years, as the owner of Burns Locksmith Company and has 
remained active in his role on the Conservation Commission and in other parts of 
the City as well.  

SECTION 3: Administrative & Compliance Review 
HR and Policy Training  

  Initial HR training and orientation completed? Yes  

  Annual HR training completed? N/A 

  City Employee Handbook received and signed? N/A 

  Background check completed? Yes  
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Conflict of Interest  

  Any known conflicts under M.G.L. c. 268A? No 

Open Meeting Law & Public Records Requirements  

  Training materials received? Yes  

SECTION 4: Signatures & Certification 
Mayor’s Certification: I hereby certify that the information provided above is accurate to the 

best of my knowledge and that this appointment has been made in the best interest of the 

City of Gardner. 

  Signature:  
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SUPPLEMENTAL RULES 

GARDNER CITY COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE ON APPOINTMENTS 

Revised February 10, 2026 

To ensure a timely, orderly, and transparent appointment process, the following supplemental rules are 

hereby established: 

 

I.  ANNUAL ORGANIZATIONAL REVIEW 

At the start of each calendar year, the Committee shall convene to: 

1. Audit the current list of municipal Appointees. 

2. Identify all existing vacancies. 

3. Forecast all upcoming term expirations for the year. 

4. Discussion and approval of standing committee rules. 

II.  DOCUMENTATION & REQUIREMENTS 

1. Deadline Compliance:  Strict adherence to required documentation submission and deadlines is 

required for an Appointee to be considered. 

2. Reappointment Notice:  Certificates of Reappointment must be filed with the City Clerk between 

60 and 90 days prior to the current term’s expiration.  An Appointee serves in their role until they are 

either replaced or reappointed.  The Mayor has the executive authority to submit a reappointment 

before the stated expiration date.  If confirmed, the reappointment establishes a new term beginning 

on the date the most recent appointment is filed. 

3. Required Documentation:  Appointees shall be considered only upon receipt of a completed 

Certificate of Appointment and Appointment Detail Form. 

4. Information Disclosures:  All submissions must include the Appointee’s educational background, 

professional experience, or any specific skills required by the City Charter for the applicable office or 

position. 

5. Term & Contact Information:  Appointment term beginning and expiration dates, and the 

Appointee’s contact information (phone number, email), shall be provided to the Chair and 

maintained by the Mayor. 

6. Appointment Consideration Procedure: 

1) The Mayor shall maintain and regularly update a list of pending and upcoming appointments.  

The list shall be available for the Chair to review regularly and include the current appointment 

term’s expiration date. 

2) The Mayor shall provide the Chair with the required documentation (II., 3.) for all re- and new 

appointments, and within the specified timeframe for reappointments (II., 2.).  A resume or other 

relevant supporting documentation may be provided if applicable.  All documentation shall be 

submitted together. 

3) Once the Mayor has submitted the required documentation, the Chair shall assume all 

documentation for the Appointee has been provided and may schedule the Appointee for 

consideration at a Committee meeting. 

4) The Clerk shall contact all Appointees regarding meeting attendance and shall notify the Chair as 

soon as possible, but no fewer than 5 business days prior to the 48-hour posting requirement, of 

those Appointees attending in person and those submitting letters (III., 2.).  The Clerk shall 

include Appointee letters in the meeting packet with all documentation pertaining to their 

appointment. 

5) Meeting agenda notices shall be posted in compliance with the 48-hour posting requirement.  The 

meeting packet shall be posted together with the meeting agenda notice, including all required 

and applicable documentation at the time of posting. 

7. Appointment Finalization Procedure:  The Clerk shall provide the standing committee with the 

fully completed Certificate of Appointment for review and to be placed on file. 



SUPPLEMENTAL RULES 
GARDNER CITY COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE ON APPOINTMENTS 

Revised February 10, 2026 

III.  TWO-MEETING DELIBERATION PROCESS 

1. General Requirement 

Except by unanimous vote of the Members present, all appointments shall follow the two-meeting 

deliberation process outlined below, unless the Committee determines that additional time is 

necessary. 

 

2. Meeting 1 – Interview & Inquiry 

Purpose:  Direct engagement with the Appointee and initial vetting. 

• Appointees under consideration for part-time or full-time paid positions, including paid Board, 

Committee, or Department roles, are required to attend this meeting. 

• Appointees under consideration for unpaid positions shall either attend this meeting or submit a 

letter to the Committee for inclusion in the meeting packet.  The Committee may conduct follow-

up inquiries as needed. 

 

3. Meeting 2 – Final Recommendation 

Purpose:  Committee deliberation and formal vote on a recommendation. 

IV.  PROCEDURAL GOVERNANCE 

In matters not covered by these Supplemental Rules, the Committee shall follow the Rules of the Gardner 

City Council.  These Rules supplement the City Charter.  Appointing authorities are encouraged to submit 

documentation promptly to avoid gaps in municipal service.  The Committee shall review these 

Supplemental Rules at the first meeting of each calendar year; upon approval, they remain in effect and may 

be amended as needed. 
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